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Multimodal Discourse Analysis (MDA) is a powerful method for looking at how language and other
semiotic systems, like gesture, gaze, and spatial position, make meaning together. As a theory of social
semiotics based in systemic functional linguistics (SFL), MDA posits that how we mean can be modeled
as systems of choices: from the choices that we make in our words and clause structure (aka.
lexicogrammar), or the way we use gesture to mean alongside or independent of language, to the
discourse organization of our talk and actions, and even to the genres of teaching we create in our
classrooms with our students.
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Among other things, MDA research has already uncovered how gesture can represent reality, create
relationships between people, and connect texts coherently. Because gesture creates these meanings in
a very different way than language, but in a way that can reinforce language, | hope that my research
will help teach teachers how they can use gesture more effectively in classroom teaching and classroom
organization.
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Analyzing classroom teacher-student consultations: A systemic- multimodal perspective
(5% 3): http://hdl.handle.net/1959.14/1271558

Classroom Systemic-Functional Multimodal Discourse Analysis (SF- MDA): Looking at gesture in

teacher-student in-class consultations:

https://researchmap.jp/amundrudthomas/published papers/6676842

Applying multimodal research to the tertiary foreign language classroom:

Looking at gaze: https://researchmap.jp/amundrudthomas/published papers/6676841

Multimodal knowledge building in a Japanese secondary English as a foreign language class:

https://doi.org/10.1177/26349795221081300
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